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You may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein by writing to the Office of the 
Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington 
D.C. 20535-0001 , within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly 
marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned 
to your request so that it may easily identified. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identity a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 1 8, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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Nlemormdum •/united stases government 



SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Few York/ , 

RE’s SHIRI£Y GRAHAM 

SECURITY MATTER ~ C 


DATE: AUgUSt 8, 1950 


(LOUIS BUDENZUOO) 



LOUIS F. BUDENZ, formerly managing editor of the "Daily Worker" • 
and a Communist Party functionary until he broke with the Party in October, ' 
19U5 has been ..interviewed during the past few months concerning the 
concealed Communists 'whom he knew. The person' named above as 'the subject 
of this ' case, was one of those individuals whom. BUDENZ described as a 
concealed Communist.- BUDENZ describes a concealed 1 Communist as one who 
does not hold himself out as a Cornmunist and who would deny membership 
in the Party. b" 

BUDENZ advised SA on June 29* 1950/ 

of all lie knew concerning the subject, that he felt was pertinent, and/he 
dictated tliis information to a stenographer of this office, who was present 
during the interview.' A * y / 

- ■ ’ / ■ ” V / 

Ho used, in order to bring out all he knew about tile subject, the 
following. set of questions#' He considered all questions iri connection with 
this subject.' Where he did not comment on some particular question as to the 
activity of the. subject, then it is because he had no knowledge. If he 
recalled anything about the subject as a result of these questions he dictated 
what -he knew* The questions are as follows?-. .. 

1. Identify individual ■ /- * ■ 

a* If observed a description and other identifying data? 

b. If not seen, enough descriptive data, about individual to positively 

identify him or her; • 

c. o Any aliases / * .. , 

° • / 0 • • . / 

• 2. Narrate hbw ho knows- individual as -a' Communist 

, a,. If seen at a closed meeting, -get date, place and persons present at 
'A ' • . meeting; 

b b.. If told officially that individual was a Communist, who said it, what 
were the circumstances, and who was present; 

* • . c* Relate all occasions when he met or heard of individual as • Communist* A 

c 

3* Documents . . . 

a* Did individual ever write' anything that might. be considered Communist 
literature. *• . * 

/ I# For. "Daily Worker", "New Masses", "Political Affairs", 
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Letter to Director 


4 Fronts • 


Was individual active in front organizations. 

a. , which .organizations . ; ' v 

b. How active was individual 


5. Espionage . 

Was individual, ever involved in secret work; 

What Work; . : '•* 

Who knew it;' ■ 

■ Did individual ever do any special work for party. 

6. Is individual still active or sympathetic toward Party. 

7. Can you recall any trips abroad particularly to Russia and the 
approximate date cf the trips?' Can you recall the nature of the trips, 

8. Did you ever hear that he -had attended any of the training schools in 

Russia? f 

" • ’ . / 

9. Did this subject appear to have entree to. the Russian Consulate or 
did he r receive special consideration and attention- from known Russian 
Agents- or Communist Officials in U.S.? 

10. Is the subject working for the U.S. Government or is he affiliated in 
any way in Confidential Government work at this time? 

11. Did this individual have military training, Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
U.S. Army, other service? v 

12. Was this individual employed in vital industry? 

13* Do you know any other members of his family who are Communists? 

14. Do you know of any other activity on the part of the individual which 
would indicate that the individual is a concealed Communist? 

Additional questions were asked as a result of his answers to the above 
questions in order to fully develop his' information. 

/ : so 


^Letter to Director 


Attached is a blind memorandum dictated by LOUIS F. BUDENZ 
and containing all the pertinent information concerning the subject -which 
BUD®! Z could presently recollect. 

Hie .original of each memo has been reviewed by Mr. EUDENZ and he 
has made any necessary corrections and he has sigied the original. The 
signed original of each memo Is being retained in the confidential informant 
file of LOUIS F. BUDENZ, NY file 62-8988. 

Since the individuals such as the subject of this case are, 
according to BUDENZ, concealed Communists and since they are, in most 
instances, persons of some prominence, it is suggested that if the 
information, appearing in the attached blind memo is' reported, then Mr. 

BUDMZ should be , given a temporary confidential informant symbol. 

For the information of the Bureau the subject is one of the 400 
concealed Communists -whom BUDENZ stated he knew. The names of those 
concealed Communists were sent to the Bureau in the- case captionedUCommunist 
Party, USA, Internal Security - C». 
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SHIRLEY GRAHAM 


Massing 

4.?74*± 

Poet and writer* Biographer of the life of PAUL ROBESON. 


I did not personally meet MISS GRAHAM although I received 
information of her being a Communist of several years and specifically 
around 19hh and 19U5> from JACK STACHEL. She was represented to me as a 
staunch member of the Communist Party. 
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SAC, Hot Yor 

Director, FBI 

SHIRLEY GRAHAM 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
Your file 100-87531 



October 3 , 195° 


•jAv ■ 7» 




Reurlet August 8, 1950, in which you furnished 
information to the effect that Louis Budona stated that 
subject was a staunch member of the Communist Party. 


You are requested to conduct appropriate 
investigation of this subject in order to determine if 
her name should be included in the Security Index. 


Bufile 100-370965 
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NOT ENTERED 

Personalities in the entertainment field who were SPONSORS of the 
SCIENTIFIC & CULTURAL CONFERENCE FOR PEACE, WALDORF ASTORIA, 
MARCH, 1949 

( Source i3 the HU8A* report on Waldorf Conference , April 19, 1949 ) 
Shirley Graham and others 
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SHIRLEY GRAHAM 
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(Negro poet, writer - female) 

1 I 


Biographer of Paul Robeson 
H0A8P * Writers for Vfcllaoe 
HOASP - "We Are for Wallaoe" 


Signer 

Signer 


KCASF - Committee to abolish HUAC Sponsor 

8 top Censorship Committee • meeting Sponsor 
Hotel Astor, NYC, S/2S/48 

Axr&ous ouriae brief ashing Supreme Signer 
Court t* review oozrrlotion of 
Lawson A Trurobo 


Masses A Mainstream, leoture by Ohettmon of 

V.J. Jerome# Hotel Capitol# NYC# meeting 
2/3/50 1 

Vst'l# Committee to Defend Rights Sponsor 
of CP Leaders 


Amer. Continental Congress for 
Peaoe# Mexico City# Sept* 6-10, 
1949. 


II# 8* Sponsor 


Coraoitt^e for the Negro in the Arts# Guest of 
honored at "Sunday Brunch"# Manhattan Honor 
Towers Hotel* NYC# S/6/50 


Win-the-Poaee Conference 

Sponsor 

World Peaoe Congress# Paris# - 
April 1949 % 

Sponsor 

Open support to Communist candi- 
dates in eleotlon osmpaigns 

Supporter 

JAPRC J 

Sponsor 

PCA f 

' Sponsor 

?oioe of Freedom Committee 

Sponsor * 

Supporter of Comsxunist Bookshops 

Supporter 
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Counterattack# 7/l/49 

i ' : s 

^Leaflet# on file 1 

' NY Times# paid ad# 

loAo/re 

NY Jour- Amor * 12/30/48 

Speo* report (AB) on 
file 

Alert #89, p* 353# 

Sept. 12, 1949 


D.W.# 1/30/60, p. 11 


Astor* Legion Summary , 

Vol III, #9 - Speo* report 
September 1949# p* 2 

n * n 

Speo* report #3, p. 5 


ii 1' Comp a js# Ii/16/50 , 
p* Z3 


HUAC report on Waldorf 
Co of. 4/13/49 
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The Washington Cooperative Bookshop in Washington, 

D*6*, held a meeting on February 27, 2943* at which time she waa 
a speaker* She used as her notes the Negro Section of the 
Sunday Worker and lauded the gownuntot Party aa the only 
American political institution which was truly a democratic 
party ♦ The Washington Cooperative BOOk&hop was cited by the 
Attorney general as subversive and Communist* (OJCs 121-6?-85;pg, 

on January 84$ 1943$ a confidential informant of the 
New fork Office mads available indew cards bearing the names of 
persons who had contributed money to the Daily Worker* One card 
bore the name, Shirley graham of Bill Broadway, Dew fork City, 
and the notation, ''Don 1945 Affair*" H D6n " believed to isieow 

donation * (97-401-348 ) 

The American Committee of Jewish Writers, Artists and 
Scientists sponsored a protest meeting on September 29, 1949, 
in Sew fork City to protest against the 9 Pogroms in Munich and 
in Peekskillm" Shirley graham was one of the speakers at this 
meeting* She spoke on the results of the Marshall Plan and 
stated in part , "It is a groat lie that the Marshall Plan is 
helping the nations of Western Europe* The Marshall Plan is 
helping only the bankers and the industrialists* The masses 
of Italy and France are worse off today than before*'* The 
American committee of Jewish Writers; Artiste and Btiientists 
was cited by the California Cn-Amertcm Activities Committee* 

(m 384 j 200-3*3196, pages 43, 34, 113, 114) 

The Jefferson School of Social Science in New fork 
City offered a lecture series on Negro Bights and culture * 

On October 33, 2949, Shirley Graham and toward Johnson, ' 
Educational Director of the New fork State Comvmnist Party, 
spoke on l *ftegro Culture in the Struggle Against White 
Chauvinism* Tt The Jefferson School of Social Science was cited 
by the &•&* Attorney general aa an adjun ct of the Communist 
Party* (New fork Confidential Informant \ 200-3-3196, 

pages 43, 84, 113, 214) 

In the summer of 1950, louia F* Budens said she was 
a poet and writer who wrote the biography of the life of 
Paul Bobeoon* Bidsns did not personally meet Mia s graham, 
although he received information of her being a communist 
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of several years and specifically around 1944 and 1943 from 
Jaefe Stacks! * Eudenx said she was represented to him as a 
staunch member of the Communist Party* (100-370963*1) 

Sh irley $raftasi a contributor to Masses and Main 
Streams both of which have been cited by the California 
Cn-Ameriaan Activities Committee <u their reports Of 1947 and 
1948 * ( 121+&Q2QG-4) 


An internal Security investigation was opened on 
Shirley craham based on the information from touts Sudena 
tn July 2950 . 
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Shirlby Graham, a negressNauthor, was born November 11, 1907, 

Her home addless is 3111 Broaetwayy^New York City, She is an author jya^ 
composer and best known for her biographies of famous negroes written 
for young people. The stories of George Washington Carver which she 
and George Lipscomb co-authored was said to “accomplish the seemingly Jf 
impossible— a book which is written in a popular almost lyrical vein 
which is yet a searching character study 11 . She is also the author of 
a biography of Paul Robeson. In 1930 she became a music teacher at 
Morgan College, 'a negro school in Baltimore, Maryland, She taught two 
years then entered Oberlin College in Ohio to work for her Bachelor's 
Degree, In 1934 she received her Bachelor's Degree and in the following 
year received a Master's Degree. During 1935-1936 she taught music and 
arts at the Tennessee State College in Nashville, From 1941 to 1943 she 
was a U*S.O. Director at Fort Huabhaca in Arizona, (Current biographies, 1946) 

' ' All information comma 

II* ASSOCIATIONS^ ■ wm® 

, •xp'% Wsi 

A, Shirley Graham has been associated with the following * 1 l ^ 
organizations which have been cited by the United States Attorney Generals 


Organizations 


Nature of Association 


(1) George Washington Carver Picture taken at January, 1945* 
School meeting, 

(100-240181-14, page 20) 


(2) George Washington Carver Guest lecturer. Spring, 1945* 
School 

(10 0-240 18 1-14, page 4) 


(3) Committee to Aid the 
Fighting South 


Vice Chairman 


(100-350643-2) ; 

(4) George Yfeshington Carver Faculty member 
School 


(100-3-2192, page 50, and Hi) 
ABFseb^ 


- jj 7 $ C f f 0 


Source 

People's Voice, 
dated January 
20, 1945. (Cited 
by California 
Committee on Un- 
American Activi- 
ties ) i 

George Washingtoj 
School catalog, j 
Spring, 1945* 

"The Worker" > 

dated May 18, 
1947. 

Testimony by 
Walter Steele 
before HUAC, 

July 21, 1947. 



(5) Committee to Aid the Vice Chairman 
Fighting South (Created 
to augment activities of 
Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare, National 
Negro Congress, Southern 
Negro Youth Congress, all 
cited by U. S. Attorney 
General excepting Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare 
Twhich was cited by HUAC) 

(100-3-2192, page 50 , and LU) 

. (6) American Youth for Democracy Birthday greetings 

from a sponsor 


Testimony by Walter 
Steele before HUAC,' 
July 21, 1947. 


W 


October, 1947, issue 
of ’'Youth*' (Cited by 


(61-777-34-248 , Enel.) 

(7) Washington Book Shop 
Association 

(100-24699-231) 

(8) United Negro and Allied 
Veterans of America 

(100-24699-231) 

(9) Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee 

(100-7061-A) 


California Committee 
on Un-American Activities) 

Invited participant February, 1948, issue of 

the "Book Shopper" 

/ 

Participant of July, 1948, issue of 

symposium on the 'Book Shopper" 

"Emancipation" 

Signer of Appeal to "Daily Worker", August 
President Truman, Chief lit, 1948. 

Justice Vincent and 
At torney General C lark 
in behalf of 11 Execu- 
tive Board members of 


JAFKC 


(10) National Council of 

American Soviet Friend- 
ship 


(100-146964-1477, page 4) 

(11) The Washington Cooperative 
Book Shop 


(100-24699-275, page 12) 


Member of Board of 
Directors, 1949 


Speaker 


"Daily Worker," March 13, 
1949. 


Printed announcements 
of Washington Cooperative 
Book Shop in 1942* 


(12) Council on African Affairs, Signer of statement Release July 23, 195*9, by 
Incorporated "A protest and a plea" Council on African 

Affairs , I nc or pora ted • 

(100-69266-211) 


2 


B* Shirley Graham has been associated with the following 
organizations which have been cited by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities t 


Organizations 

(1) American Labor Party 
• of New York 

(100-25869-79, page 4) 

(2) American Labor Party 
of New York 

( 100-25869-79, page 4) 


Nature of Association Source 


Member of Advisory 
Council of American 
Labor Party. 


” Daily Worker,” 
April 21, 1940. 


Speaker at protest “Daily Worker, ” 

meeting where American September 20, 1949. 
Labor Party joined Albany 
delegation on Pelk^kill 


C. Shirley Graham has been associated with the following 
organizations which have been cited by the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities? 


Organizations 


Nature of Association Source 


(1) National Council of Repres< 

Arts, Sciences and for Ma; 

Professions 

( 100-338892-A) 

(2) Progressive Citizens Director 

of America 

(100-338892-A) 

(3) . Progressive Citizens Seoreta: 

of America State o: 

(100-338892-A) 

(4) Masses and Main Stream Speaker 

Rally 


Representative of ASP ”P*M.” newspaper, 
for May Day Parade, 1947 April 3 r ), 1947* 


Secretary of New York 
State organization. 


(100-103204-9) 

(5) Council for the Advance- Sponsor 
ment of the Americas 


(100-356410-9, page 2) 
(6) -Progressive • Party 

(100-336604-17) 


Key note speaker, 
July 23, 1948, at 
Philadelphia. 
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“People’s Voice” dated - 
January 31, I94 8* 

“Daily Worker” dated 
February 2» 1948. 

“Daily Worker", dated 
May 23, 1948, 

Pamphlet by Council 
For Advancement of the 
Americas dated June 
26, 1948. 

Throw away pamphlet of 
Progressive Party Founding 
Convention which identic 
fied her as Secretary 
of the New York State 
Council of Arts, Sciences 
and Professions* 



Reported that Graham: July 28, 1948, issue 

was one of many negro of Narodnl Glasnik 

delegates at Progressive 

Party Convention who 

condemned the arrest of 

Communist Party leaders 

Signer of statement "Daily Worker" dated 
requesting 81st Congress December 29> 1948. 
to abolish the Un-American 
Activities Committee 


(7) Narodni Glasnik 


(l00-10:j23-2232) 


(8) National Council of 
Arts, Sciences and 
Professions 

(100-3-A) 

(9) Voice of Freedom 

(100-250608-27, end.) 

(10) Voice of Freedom 

(100-250513-207) 


Candidate for negro 
commentator 


Voice of Freedcm 
January-February, 1949. 


Considered a secret Counterattack, dated 
, Communist Party member February 4, 1949. 
or fellow traveler being 
-considered as a commentator : 

for VOF 


(11) National Council of 
' Arts, Sciences and 
Professions 

(100-138754-574, page 12) 


Signer of petition to Petition to President 
President Truman and Truman and Attorney 
Attorney General Clark General Clark, 
agreeing with Executive 
Committee of the New York 
State Council of Arts, 

Sciences and Professions 
requesting the withdrawal 
of the indictment against 
the 12 leaders of the 
Communist Party. 


(12) National Council of 
Arts, Sciences and 
Professions 


Member of resolution 
committee. 


Testimony of Mr. John 
J. Huber before U. S* 
Senate Subcommittee 
to investigate immigra- 
tion and naturalization 
of the Committee on the 
Judiciary* 


(62-88217-21, Part 2 Enel., page 194) 


(13) ' American Committee of 
Jewish Writers, Artists 
and Scientists 

(62-71788-A) 


Speaker at Town Hall "Daily Worker" 

rally protesting Pee|cskill September 30 , 1949. 

violence sponsored by 

afore-mentioned Committee 

on September 29* 1949* 
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(14) Arts, Sciences and 
Professions 


Speaker at mass meeting Mass meeting, 
"In Defense of Dignity" August 27# 1949* 
sponsored by New fork 
State Council of Arts, 

Sciences and Professions 
protesting the conviction 
of the 11 Communist Party 
Rational Board Helpers, 

August 27, 1949 . 


(15) Masses and Main 
Stream 

III. MI SCELLAREQ US x 


Opened the meeting 


"Daily Worker", 
dated February 15# 195° • 


The"Daily Worker" dated November 25, 1943# carried an article 
stating the Brooklyn Negro Rally was to be held that night. The Inter-racial, 
Good Will and Race Relations Rally in the Brooklyn Academy of Music was 
applauded into a mass meeting to answer the Kings County Grand Jury and 
Mid-Town Civic League for their attacks on the negroes of Bedford-Stuyveeant 
Section. One of the speakers was to be Shirley Graham# Research and Promotion 
Director of Inter-racial Good Will. 

The February 13, 1947, issue of the "Daily Worker" stated that 
after an interview with Shirley Graham the "Washington Star" quoted her as 
attacking Communism for being the ."greatest* threat to the Negro people." 

The "Daily Worker" stated that Miss Graham Had never said anything vaguely 
resembling that quote. 

According to an article in "Plain Talk" issued June, 1947, New 
Masses mailed a note to the New fork City desk stating that Shirley Graham 
would share the platform on April 28, 1947, with Gerhardt Eisler who had 
just been released on ball from the Federal penitentiary. 

The ^Boston Chronicle" on October 25# 1947# stated that Shirley 
Graham had "shouted Sunday night ‘that great shadow you see is nothing to 
be afraid of if your heart is right. It is the shadow of millions of 
small men moving steadily toward a place in the sun. And no power on 
the face of the earth can stop them.*" She spoke at a special reception 
given by the Samuel Adams School in her honor. She appealed for the stopping 
of the persecution and jailing of a large list of anti-Fasfcist writers and 
liberals now facing sentences in the "American G&stapo-like Ranking-Wood 
Committees" 
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Further scoring;; ;:he Rankin Committee, she asked "What great 
American could have gotten by this dreaded brotherhood of evi iV' Certainly 
not George Washington, he would have been a Communist: n ot Lincoln, he 
would have been subversive. And the beloved would never have 

been let out of jail to write." (IOO-I35-5-57, page 13, 14) 

the "Daily Worker" on March 26, 1948, carried an article captioned 
"All-Arts Rally Maps Fight on Un-Americans": •?.- 

"the Un-American Committee is going, to be put on trial before 
thousands at Madison Square Garden. And artists subpoenaed by J. Parnell 
Thomas and his witch hunters will get a chance to testify fully at public 
hearings without fear of being smeared or intimidated. These are part of 
the offensive plans for the ’All-Arts Stop Censorship Committee’, as 
announced to a meeting of over 1,000 artists at the Hotel As tor on Tuesday, 
March 23, 1948 •** Shirley Graham took part in the activities in the above 
described meeting. 

(100-3-A) 

In the "Daily Worker" on May 31, 1948, an article appeared 
stating that "defeat of the Mundt Police-State Bill and Negro Rights 
Legislation to end Jim Crow was a demand presented to every member of 
the United States Senate by a delegation representing a cross section 
of Amerid.i^n Democratic thought now converging on the nation’s Capitf§l. tt 
One of the leading negroes in the above-mentioned delegation was Shirley 
Graham, (100-3-70-A^ 


In "The Worker" dated August 29, 1948, appeared a statement by 
negro American a to the President and the Attorney General of the United 
States entitled "The First Line of Defense". Shirley Graham was one of 
the endorsers of this statement which invited negro Americans everywhere 
to join in to protect against a serious threat to the rights of all 
minority groups. (100-3-75-A) 


The "Daily Worker" on November 22, 1948, carried an article 
captioned "Civic Leaders in New England Rap Frame-Up of 12". - A statement 
was addressed to Chief Justice Vincent and all eight Associate Justices 
to the effect that 75 negro leaders criticized Judge Bennett Champ Clark 
for calling "fantastic" and "sheer nonsense" the conviction of Eugene 
Dennis by the Douse Committee on Un-American Activities because It was 
illegally constituted. The reason for it being illegally constituted 
was that one of its members, John Rankin of Mississippi, was sitting in 
Congress in violation of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution. Shirley 
Graham was one of the signers of this statement.. 


( 100-3-74 -A) 
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The 1949 5th Report of the Un-American Activities Committee in 
California listed Shirley Graham as a person known to /have been affiliated 
with from one to ten Communist fronts *0004237736^17) -( 

L 

The ‘’Daily Worker” on March 14* 1949* carried an article entitled 
’’Conference Called to Map United May Day Rally” which was a call to a 
United Labor and Pease Conference for May Day to plan for a May Day demonstra- 
tion in observation of its anniversary. Shirley Graham was one of the 
sponsors of the conference* (100-16912-A) 

Shirley Graham was listed a a a member of the American Sponsoring 
Committee for World Congress for Peace according to a circular which was 
distributed by that ccmmittee* The circular was addressed to the World 
Congress for Peace which was held in Paris on April 20-25* 1949* 
(100-361031-55) 

The July 1* 1949* issue of "Counterattack” stated that Shirley 
“Graham wrote the January 25* 1949* program for CSS which was in honor 
of Negro History Week* According to ’’Counterattack” concerning her 
Communist background* it stated ”It isn’t necessary to 09k whether 
Shirley Graham is a member of the Communist Party* That question becomes 
largely irrelevant in view of her known record* She openly supported 
Communist Party nominees for public office in 1946. She wrote for the 
Communist Party cultural magazine, ‘Masses and Main Stream’* She has 
backed Communist Party May Day Parades and many Communist fronts including 
the U. S* Congress of Intellectuals (for Peace) w&ich was held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City in March.” 

(100-350512-245) 

On August 7* 1949* "Hoy” a Ccmmunist newspaper which is the 
official organ of the Communist Party of Cuba published a telegram from 
New York City which stated that Shirley Graham, the U.S.A* delegate to 
the National Congress for Peace and Democracy which was held in Havana, 

Cuba, August 6-8, 1949 , would arrive^ in Havana on August 6, 1949* According 
to an article in the August 14* 1949* issue of *Hoy”* Shirley Graham spoke 
briefly to the Congress* Among many things, she stated to the Congress 
that she had been to the World Peace Congress in Paris and that on May 1* 
she had paraded with the French workers* (100-364271-3) 

The American Legion issued a publication entitled ’’Summary 
of Trends and Developments Exposing the Communist Conspiracy” dated 
September, 1949, stating that Shirley Graham was one of the D* S* 
spb'isors of the American Continental Congress for Pease in Mew York City. 

She was also listed as a member of the National Non-Partisan Committee 
to Defend the Rights of the 12 Communist Leaders. ( 94 - 17898 - 676 , page 29 , 32 ) 
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the * Daily Worker" of September 27, 1949 » reported that the 
6th Annual Ben Davie Ball was to be held on October 14, 1949* Davie 
was seeking re-election as Councilman on the Communist and American 
Labor Party ticket* Shirley Graham was listed as a member of the 
Committee for this ball* (100-149163-95) 

A young Sew lork actor, name not given, made a list of radio 
celebrities who had been cited in public record as having been associated 
with Coiiffluaist organizations or fronts* He listed Shirley Graham, a 
writer, as one fitting into this group, according to the October, 1949, 
article captioned "Red Fronts in Radio" which appeared in "The Sign? 1 '*, 
a national Catholic magazine, ( 94 - 3 - 4 - 240 - 22 ) 

The name of Shirley Graham appeared on a list of persons who 
subscribed to the brief which was filed in support of the appeals of 
John Howard Lawson and Dalton Trumbo from their conviction of contempt 
of Congress according to the records of the Clerk ♦ s Office, U. 3* 

Supreme Court* (100-138754-544) 

• Shirley Graham was one of the sponsors of a reception for 
Harry SScher, defense attorney in the trial of the Communist leaders* 

The reception was held December 11, 1949, at Manhattan Towers, Hew 
York City* According to the "Daily worker" dated December 5, 1949, 
this affair was to present democratic minded Hew Yorkers with the 
opportunity to express their indignation of the prison sentences 
against the lawyers for vigorously defending their clients 1 interests* 
(100-237736-A) ■ * ■ 

The December 23, 1949, issue of the "Dally l^rkgjg^Tarried 
an article captioned "Negro Loaders Greet Stalin" and 3fP Par stated 
"A group of negro leaders today cabled greetings to Premier Stalin, , 

headed by Dr. W. E* B. DuBoie. The negro leaders hailed Stalin *s -I 

leadership in uprooting racial discrimination and racial oppression 
from your land of many peoples*" Shirley Graham was one of the signers 
of this cable. (100-3-7 5-A) 

According to "Counterattack" dated June 30, 1950, the Communist 
Party formally opened their campaign on June 8, 1950, to secure five ; ^ 

million signatures to Moscow Inspired Stockholm Peace Appeal at a rally 
in New York City, Manhattan Center* It is reported that Shirley Graham 
was one of the featured speakers at this rally. 

(100-350512-329) 


— 8 ** 


I A-8 


STANDARD FORM-NO, 

U ‘ - 






Office l $ M ^ 0 andum • unit ^M^ es government 

to > SAC, VVslw' (Your file/**" <f TO/ ) date, I — ^ - iT) b7c 

FROM : Director, FBI I* t 1 L&. - .¥ 

SUBJECT: \~ I 

S Av - c Iff 




I a - 3- 


( ) advise Bureau re status of this case. 

( ) advise Bureau when report may he expecteqkJ&T 
^ HERE 

{V) surep immediately. - 




***** & *u &as b 

y W aJ <W^_/ ^,_7r t- 

(.«) ACKNOWLEDGE— THEN DESTROY ? -.q 


/M 


£J(n® IWORhTO 1 

g. MARI 87 1951 


SEARCHEb..^^l^3EXED_^ 



J' fbQ^Sor:< 


?-&** ’ • 


,- v b7C 




■ ■ ■ 'A 




Office MjtnofMffiutn • united^^p^^government 






FD-122 

(10-19-40; 


FROM 



Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 


Card & 

/W 


tied I— 


DATE! J UW5 Jg 




SHIRLEY GRAHAM, was. . , 

SECURITY MATTER - C ■■ lOT0 B«ATI° a CW- **" 

(Bufile 100-370965) 


-V/flQR 


X It is recommended that a Security Index Card be. prepared on the 

above captioned individual. 


f <• 
3 ' 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 

SHIRLEY GRAHAM ' ... 


ALIASES 


©MRS. 


WILLIAM EDWARD .BUIgHARD^UpO IS^raLEY^RAI^^C CANNS, 


LOLA GRAHAMOIC CANNS. 


BASE negro sex/emale^ative born X \ /naturalized 


T* ALIW 


COMMUNIS T X / SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST^EAGUE ' 

- :6tS| — 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


DATE OF BIRTH November 11. 190 


✓ RESIDENCE ADDRES S - liUV nidge comoe .Avenue . NevMXor 

v . ' . . \ to 

: '• - • ^ ; • 

v^iJiBUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


1. 1907 PLACE OF BIRT Kr^vansfille. Indiana 

St 

09 Edgecombe .Avenue. NevRYork. New York 


Authc 




NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


ENCLS. 5 
WLE:GM >-<»,( 

W® 19 




. 


n* Gf r~ 



b7C 




RECEIVED 


SECEiVf • ■ 

;.iih 8 jl4i« 

STERMftU SECURE. ' SR 

• FBI. 

.. Or' ,| U s \ t r. E 


* 


w: ‘ v 




O .■• 

tU '<■ 

<0 


8 r ... 

> '//< .1 ‘x 

fUTJOr, - J/ - : 


^c# ■ /'S ^ 


- V-Oc -C. c ; :v :m: 1 ' a'( xx^c- 1 '• : x ,/ v-5.’ 1 ;* ..ci,/ 


v.o/ ; .r.\tp<-i, Tj- J J/(,A 


. nX; 

t : i . • • 


J V ‘0~oA ^ 


\ . * 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 




Form No. 1 • 

TH,sc ^# i,, « EDA1 ['- NEW YORK 


mma 


- DATE WHEN. ! ^PERIOD FOR WHICH, MADE ~ 

made 3/16X4/21; 5/2 A 

UN 5 -‘iSSfEo, 15-19* 21,23, 


' ■ .NY FILE NO. 100-87531 GM 


Wr/hY. c £T? E u\ - - ,.-,-4 d 7C 


/ •' V- 

itt] 


I ‘ . * Fsiwl/^ 

SHIRLEY GRAHAM is an author and resides at 
409 Edgecombe Avenue, NYC* She w as married n- " 
to W. E. B. DtJ BO IS, 2/27 
I 




K 








NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


.... • •. & ~J 

' - ( 

- COPIES OF THIS REPORT r-.' 

/%) Bureau ( 100-37096^) .^p\. 

Y.l Hew York ' t $ V r •; ,>A 


m 


. 3 New York ■' ,, 

v." •• vVv' " . * •% 3^% 


v P.ROPERTYIOF F^-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED. TO YOU BY TH^BI A^D ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
ftfw&y TO WHICH iOANED. “ - 

, •'CLC u e. government minting office • 16 — 50266-1 














NY 100-87531 




* 


W 





1946 edition of the publication, “Current Biography 11 ; 

7 • 

SHIHLEY GRAHAM, author and composer, was born on 
November 11, 1907, at Evansville, Indiana. Her late father, the 
Reverend DAVID A.^^'GRAHAM, was a Methodist Minister* He and his 
wife, the former ETTA^ELL, reared their daughter and four sons 
in parsonages all over the country* She graduated frem Lewis and 
Clarke^ in Spokane, Washington* Soon after graduation GRAHAM 
was married* Her husband died three years later, leaving her 
with two baby* sons* In 1929, her father was made head of a 
mission school in Liberia, Africa. She accompanied him across 
the Atlantic, but remained in Paris, where for a year she studied 
music composition at the Sorbonne. 

' On her return to the United States in 1930, 

GRAHAM became a music teacher at Morgan College, a Negro school 
in Baltimore, Maryland. She entered Oberlin College, in Ohio, 
to work for her bachelor’s degree* She was awarded a bachelor’s 
degree at Oberlin in 1934 and a master’s degree In 1935* The 
title of her thesis was, "Survivals of Africanisms InModern 
Music. 1 ' During 1935 and 1936, she taught music and arts at the 
Tennessee State College in Nashville* 

In the summer of 1936 MISS GRAHAM became interested 
in the Negro unit of the Chicago Federal Theatre, which at the time 
was almost inactive. Accepting the position of supervisor, she 
remained with the unit three years, directing ajid designing pro- 
ductions, organizing acting classes, and writing musical scores 
for plays, thereby helping to build the unit to a position of 
national theatrical importance. 

SHIRLEY GRAHAM was awarded a Julius Rosenwald 
Fellowship for creative writing and spent the next two years 
(1936 to 19lip) at the Yale School of Drama, where her three-act 
play, “Dust to Earth* 1 , was produced in January, 1941* Other 
shorter plays by MISS GRAHAM were put on by various university, 
groups and by the Gilpin Players in Cleveland* Her radio play, 
"Track Thirteen" s was heard over the Mutual network* From <l94i 
to 1943, she was a USO director at Fort Huachaca in Arizona, 
where she planned and directed theatricals and art exhibits, , 
and started a camp magazine* / ,<v; 
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MISS GRAHAM collaborated with GEORGE LIPSCOMB 
to write the book, "Dr* GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER:' Scientist" (1944)* 
for teenage readers. Her second biography for young people was, 
-4£FAUL ROBESON, Citizen of the World 11 , which was published in 1946* 
Scheduled for early 1947 publication was her next book, “There was - 
Once a Slave 11 , an historical novel for adults, built around the 
life of FREDERICK DOUGLASS, the. escaped slave who became an I 
abolitionist leader. The manuscript of jMISS GRAHAM 1 s book wsiih 
her, in December of 1946, the JULIAN MESSNER Award of $6,500.00 - 

for the “best book combating intolerance in America." 

According to the report, MISS GRAHAM* s next 
book will be a biography of ANNE NEWPORT ROYALL, the pioneer 
American woman journalist, who early in the nineteenth century 
was a newspaper publisher in the nation* s capitol. - 

In 1946, MIS'S GRAHAM was completing her ;■ 
doctorate in English and Education at New York University. 

MARRIAGE TO W. E. BrjtW-iBOIS. 


A feview of the marriage records of the Clerk’s 
Office, Borough of Queens, New York* indicated that WILLIAM EDWARD 
BURGHARDT^JQif)(fi^lS , 409 Edgecombe Avenue, New York City7 and' ^ 

LOLA’ GRAHAM MC CANNS, 173-19 113th Avenue, St. Albans, Queens, 

New York, were married on February 27, 1951* at Queens , New York. 

The records indicated that LOLA GRAHAM MC CANNS 
was colored, age 47, born on November 11, 1903, at Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Her occupation was listed as a writer. Her parents 
were shown as DAVID A. GRAHAM, born in the United States, and 
LJZZIE ETTAA^ELL, born in the United States. These records in- 
dicated thak she was previously married to one SHADRACH T^C|JC CANNS 
and was divorced on June 6, 1927, at Portland, Oregon. ; 

: < 

me records indicated that WILLIAM EDWARD 
BURGHARDT DU B0IS was colored, age 82, and born on February 23, 

I 868 , at Great Barpington, Massachusetts. He listed his 
occupation as that of a writer. His parent's were recorded as 
ALFRED DU B0IS and MARY DU B0IS, nee BURGHARDT, both born in 
the United States. The records indicated that DU B0IS was 
previously married to one NINA G0MER, deceased* v 

; / r 3 - ^ - 
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COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP 


bl 



Confidential Informant 


of known reliability, 


advised on June 29, 1950, that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was known to. the .. 
informant as a poet and writer;., the biographer of the life of 
PATOtHOBESON . The informant ad vis ed that he did not meet MISS 
GRAHAM personally, although he received information of her being 
a Communist for several years, and specifically around 1944 and 
D JU345 , from JACK STACHEL, member of the N ationa l Committee of the 


b2 


CF* According to Confidential Informant 


MISS GRAHAM was 


represented to the informant as a “staunch member of the CP". 


It will be noted that Confidential Informant _ 
b2 advised in June, 1950, that PAUL ROBESON was known to him .as. a 
b7D concealed Communist in the years prior to 1945# 



ACTIVITIES AND STATEMENTS INDICATING 
SUPPORT OF THE CP AND CP LEADERS • 


The March 22, 1947* issue of the “People* s Voice 11 , 
Page 17, contained a column entitled, "PV Calling." "PV Calling" 
asks , this question of several residents of the city: “A member 
of the President* s Cabinet says that the Communist Party should! 
be outlawed. What would this mean to the trade unions and to- • 
Negro democratic rights?" 


SHIRIEY GRAHAM, author of “There was Once a Slave", 
stated, "I feel that outlawing the Communist Party would be a 
death blow to any semblance of a free society in the United States." 


It is noted that the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, report 1948* Page 225, cited the "People* s 
Voice" as among publications, which the Committee found “to be 
Communist initiated and controlled, or so strongly influenced as 
to be in the Stalin solar system." 
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On August 23, 1948 , the ‘’Daily Worker 11 ,, on Page 11, 
Column carried , an article entitled,/ ,T Arrests of M2* Assailed , 
by 395 Negro Leaders*” This article declared that President TRUMAN . 
and Attorney General CLARK were condemned this week by 395. Negro 
citizens for jeopardizing the rights of minority groups by the 
recent “hysteria-breeding arrests of national leaders of the . • 
Communist Party#" This statement compared the arrests of the 
CP Leaders , with the arrests made by the Nazi Gestapo# 


v . ■ SHIRLEY GRAHAM, was among the endorsers, -and 

signers of the above statement. 


.It is noted that the Congressional Committee on 
Un-American Activities, report number 1920, dated May 11, 

Page 44, cited the "Daily Worker" as the “official Communist 
Party, USA, organ#” . ... 


.The “Daily Worker”, dated August 29, 1948, 

Section 1, Page 9, Column 5, carried an advertisement entitled, 
"Trie First Line of Defense.” This advertisement was 1 a statement 
by Negro Americans to the President and the Attorney General, of 
the United. States , and was endorsed by SHIRLEY GRAHAM among others 
This statement declared, “We strongly, condemn your hysteria- , . . 
breeding arrests of national leaders of the Communist Party, and 
call upon you to take positive action to protect civil rights' 
instead of persecuting political minorities.” 


• The "Daily Worker”, dated November 22, 1948, 

Page 7, Column 3, carried an article entitled, 1 "Civic Leaders ... 

In New England Rap Frame-Up of 1 12 1 u • The article stated that 
twenty top New England educators, clergymen and leaders in other 
professional fields have called upon United States. Attorney. 
General TOM CLARK to abandon prosecution of the 12 Communist 
leaders# In a letter to CLARK, the group pointed, out the indict- 
ments against the Communists "are based solely on the grounds 
that these men in April, 1945 , organized the present Communist 
Party."' SHIRLEY GRAHAM was among the signers of the letter to 
CLARK. \ \ . • 


* • ’ The “Daily Worker" , dated February 28,. 1949 > 

page 9, Column 3, carried an article entitled, "Chief* Justice 
of Utah Flips Trial of * 12 , - , ‘. The article stated that Chief Justice 
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JAMES H^^WOLPE, of Utah, yesterday denounced the. Government 1 s 
prosecutiph of the National Communist leaders* In a joint state- 
ment with a group of distinguished liberals, released to the 
press yesterday, Judge W0.LFE declared that political change may 
become impossible if the Government persists in pressing such 
actions. Terming the indictment the "most shocking exercise of 
state power," the signers called upon the Attorney General "to 
suspend these political prosecutions* 11 The article indicated 
that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of the signers of the above-raentiOpsad 
statement. 

Confidential Informant I I of known' reliability* 
made available on October 6 , -19ij-9, a list of the names of persons 
who sent coram\mi cat ions to Federal Judge HAROLD R. MEDINA', of the 
Southern District of New York, protesting the trial of the 
Communist party members in New York*. SHIRLEY GRAHAM was . one of 
the persons listed a3 sending communications to Judge MEDINA., . 

On October 31, 1914-9* Confidential Informant ! 1 
of known reliability, made available information which indicated 
that a group of distinguished Americans had wired Attorney General 
MC GRATH asking for reasonable bail for the eleven convicted 
leaders of the Communist Party. The informant indicated that 
.SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of the signers of this wire. • 

■ •' Confidential Informant! ] of known reliability, 

on July 13, 1950, furnished a list of names of persons *£io endorsed 
lower ball for the eleven Communist leaders. The list stated that 
"In accordance with provisions of the Eighth Amendment of the Bill 
of Rights guaranteeing protection against excessive bail and pro- 
hibiting cruel and unjust punishment, we respectfully request 
that reasonable bail be immediately granted to the eleven leaders 
of the Communist Party, convicted under the Smith Act." The 
Information made available 1 by the informant indicated that 
.SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of the signers of the above statement. 

The "Daily Worker", dated September 19, 1950* 

Page 2, Column 4, indicated that SHIRLEY, GRAHAM, St. Albans, New 
York, was one of ten prominent Negroes Leaders who urged . Supreme 
Court Justice ROBERT. JACKSON to grant the petition of. the ten - 
Communist leaders for continued bail, pending appeal to the 
; Supreme Court from their convictions for alleged violation of . 
the Smith Act. 
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; . ... ? • It is noted that the California doaimitte« on 

Un-American Activities, 1949 report, . Page 501, listed SHIRLEY . 
GRAHAM, as one of the individuals who has, given open support ; r 
to CP candidates in election campaigns* On, Page 5 19, of this • 
report, GRAHAM was* listed as one of those associated with, V-..; 
miscellaneous activities in support of the CP and the Young - \ 
Communist League* ; ;• / , > '■ ; •' 1 . 

It is noted that the Young Communist League 
has been cited by the Attorney General as being within the 4 
purview of Executive Order 9835* - ; 

On Page ‘522,- MISS GRAHAM was listed as affiliated 
with, the Citizens Committee for ROBERT THOMPSON and BENJAMIN J.. . 
DAVIS* It will be noted that both .THOMPSON. and DAVIS were members 
of the CP . National Committee* ... J v . _ ’ 

On Page 526, SHIRLEY GRAHAM was listed as a 
signer of "Statement by Negro Americans" , on behalf of the 
arrested CP. leaders. " 4 '.I-' 

On Page 527*, SHIRLEY GRAHAM was listed as a 
signer of a letter of the Committee, for Free Political Advocacy, 

In defense of the CP leaders. .• ( , 

SUPPORT OF BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, . V ■ 


The records of the Bureau of Special Services 
and Investigation, of the New York City Police Department, in*- 
dicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM witnessed a 1945 New York City CP 
Nominating Petition for BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. for City 
Councilman (Page 349)* . • . .. 


The ’’Daily Worker", dated January 17, 1949 , 

Page 9, Column 5* carried an article entitled, "Neighbors Honor ' 
DAVIS." The article stated that a group of friends and neighbors 
of Councilman BENJAMIN J, DAVIS, last night tendered him a: . ; ; 

reception at the tfotel Theresa, New York City. The sponsors of 
the reception stated that they wanted the Councilman, who; is 
one of the twelve indicted Communist leaders whose trial starts 
today, to present his interpretation of the indictment and trial ^ 
The article indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of the four 
sponsors of this deception* . f ; ; ~ 
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In the June, I 9 I 4 . 9 , issue, of '’Political Af f ilrs’ f k 
there, was an article, written by HERBER^^WHEELDIN and GEORGE'JfeDAKE , 
Chairman of. the New York’ State CP Negro C ommi s s ioh and New York v 
County CP Executive Secretary, respectively* This article was: 
entitled, n The People Organize to Re-Elect BEN DAVIS." The/’ ! ’ 

article indicated that the recent organization of the Independent 
Non-Parti sari Citizens Committee for the Re-Election of Councilman 
BENJAMIN DAVIS, is headed by the distinguished historian .and out- 
standing Negro progressive leader, DR. W, E. B. DU BO IS, arid the-. 

, author, SHIRLEY GRAHAM. . •'•'*. . \ > , • . 7 / >. 

'•b2 It is noted that Confidential Informant | | . 

] 37 q has described W* E. B. DU BOIS as a concealed Communist* 

It is noted that the Congressional Committee on 

Un-American Activities, report number 192) , dated May 11. 194$ » ‘ 

Pages 5 and 36 * cited the publication ."Political Affairs" as an 
"official Communist Party monthly theoretical orgari* 1 * • • - 

The "Daily Worker”, dated August 28, 1949, Page 4* 
Column 1, carried an article entitled, “Non-Partisans Map Drive 
for DAVIS"* This article stated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was a sponsor, / 
of the newly organized Independent Non-Partisan Citizens Committee 17 
for the Re-Election of BENJAMIN J* DAVIS. • , • 

The "Daily Worker", dated October 1949, Page 8, 
Column 3, contained an article entitled, "Letters Prom Readers." 

. The article was aletter addressed to the Editor of the ““Daily 
Worker" and stated that the BEN DAVIS Ball Committee is publishing 
a journal this year, and, “We can think of no better way for the. 

' friends of BEN DAVIS to express their best wishes for his re-,, 
election than by having their greetings included in the journal." 

This letter was signed by SHIRLEY GRAHAM, member of the BEN DAVIS 
Ball Committee*. v .vj' /. 

. Confidential inf ormant I l of known reliability, 

b2 advised on November 6, 1949, that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was present at 
1 7r) a rally held at Rockland Palace, New York City, on that date, 

D ' u which was sponsored by the Independent. Non-Partisan Committee 

for the Re-Election of BEN DAVIS. .. 

Confidential Informant ! I of known reliability, ■ 

•2 advised on November 16, 1914-9,’ that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was. Secretary 
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of the Independent Non-Partisan Citizens ..Committee for the 
Re-Election of Councilman BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. 

On January 9, ‘ 1950, Confidential Informant! 

made available three letters from the Independent Non-Partisan 
Citizens Committee for the Re-Elect iori of Councilman BENJAMIN 
J. DAVIS, JR., which were signed by W. E. B. DU BOIS, Chairman, 
and SHIRLEY GRAHAM, Secretary, asking people to "join with the 
two of us and other . New Yorkers" in sending a "Message to the , , 

People of Harlem" for endorsement by national Negro leaders all 
over the' country. THe letter stated that their goal was to obtain 
the signatures of about one hundred national Negro leaders, en- 
dorsing the candidacy of Councilman BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. 

ASSOCIATION WITH CP FRONT ORGANIZATIONS 

The organizations which have been cited by the 
Attorney General as Communist front organizations within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835 will be designated by an asterisk (-*■)’♦ 

American Committee of Jewish Writers, 

Artists and Scientists • - 

It is noted that the California Committee on .. ■*' 

Un-American Activities, report 194-7* Page 45 cited the above; 
as "among the Communist front organizations, for national 
agitation" which also serves as a "money collecting media And a 
special political organizing center for the racial minority 
they pretend to champion. 11 

Confidential Informant ! 1 of known reliability, 

advised that SHIRLEY GRAHAM attended a meeting of the American .. 
Committee of Jewish Writers, Artists, and Scientists, which was ^ 
held on September 20, 194:9, at the Town Hall* Hew York City. 

According to information made available by the informant, the , . 

meeting was in protest of the treatment .of the Jewish people in 
Munich, Germany, and a protest of the Peekskill incident i^ ■'•jpfe 
United States. At the meeting the TRUMAN Administration anp^the 
Marshall Plan were attacked as elements in the spread of F&acism 
throughout Europe and the United States. The informant advised . 
that SHIRLEY GRAHAM, Negro author, was one of the speakers at 
this meeting# . 
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American Continental: 'Congress for peace 


. . ; .... •' Confidential Informant of. known •reliability, 

■ advised that in his opinion the American -Contineintal Congress for , 

>2 . Peace was a follow-up on similar congresses ,held l .in .Wroclaw,’; 1 

Poland; New York, New York; Paris, Prance) and - that all/of f these.;-; 
congresses were part of a worldwide Communist-inspired "peace” • 
propaganda campaign* . -y ,y. ■ *• '' *‘y . y 'yXy 

On August 15, 19i+9, Confidential Informant 
of known reliability, furnished a Call to the American Coniih-..-. 
o ' • ental Congress for Peace, to be held in Mexico City, on 
t. , September 5-10, 1949. SHIRLEY GRAHAM was included on the - list 
7D of United States sponsors of the American Continental Congress 

for Peace* .. y* ;. •’ y'-'X' y y ' % 

./X American Labor party ' 

' - X It is noted that the Special Committee on Un- 
American' Activities, Report,: March 29, 1944* Page 7&, reported X 
the following concerning the American Labor Party : . :. X^ , 

• y • . ”1* VPor years, the Communists have put f orth 

the greatest efforts to capture . the entire American Labor Party ' 
throughout. New York State, They succeeded in capturing the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the. American Labor, Party 
but outside of New York City they have been unable to win • 
control* r '• . -■ ; ;.yX. X-"’-. y • r ' 

The California Committee on Un-American Activities 
Report. 1946 , pages 40 and 4l» cited the American Labor Party 
as follows: /• . ... '’ ; < " • ,'X- • ' ' ’ y ■; .' ' " • *’ v'X X 

. "Among organizations that are victims of Coramu^ 
nist domination* ” * • - . . "X 

X- X, The "Daily Worker" dated April 21, 194?, lists, 

the State Officers of the- American Labor Party*. This article . 
indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was on the Advisory Council of 
the American Labor Party* : . 

X Confidential Informant ! [ advised on November 6, 

1949* that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of those attending a rally. 
b7D y sponsored by the American Labor Party, which was held at they 
Golden Gate Ballroom, New' York City. ‘y'yyv- - 
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' Confidential Informant I I advised on January 10, 
1949, that the Queens County Committee of ’ the American Labor (ALP) 
Party held a meeting on December 1, 1948, to reorganize the 
American Labor Party in Queens Comity and ’to integrate WALLACE 
forces with the American Labor Party* According to the informant, 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM was elected by the committee to the position of 
Vice-Chairman of the Nominations Committee. \ . 


On July 19, 1949, Confidential Inf ormant 1 | 

made available a "MARCANTONIO Victory Journal from the 18th 
Congressional District, American Labor Party." The journal was 
32 entitled, "A Tribute to Congressman VITO. MARCANTONIO, Victory 
yypj . Dance and. Bail, ‘ April 30, 1949, St* Nicholas Arena*" This 
J journal contains greetings from SHIRLEY .GRAHAM, which reed as 
follows: .: •. ’ *'• ■' • ' 

' "The State Executive Committee - American Labor ; 2 

Party extends warm greetings to our own MARC - fighting champion * 
of the people, tireless tribune of democracy, America’ s true />■ . 
voice in Congress." 'b ■ ■ ' ' ’ •• 

. Confidential Informant) of known reliability, 

reported on October 5, 1949, that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of the . 

. 9 speakers at an ALP Election Rally, held on the above date at the 
Sunny side Gardens, 44th Street and Queens Boulevard, Queens,. New 
b7D York* The inf ormant reported SHIRLEY GRAHAM, as stating that she. 
had worked as a helper for VITO MARCANTONIO. for thirteen years. 
l She said that the last time she campaigned ; she told the. people . 
she was proud to be an American, but now she has to apologize 
for being an American* In other countries she. has visited, 
they said, the American people were 'stupid, because they elected 
these, men in office* She said that these men speak about an . 

> iron curtain, but that she believes there ; is an Atlantic curtain* 

She said that these men do not want the people of the United,. . . 

States to know what the people in other countries are saying 
about the Marshall Plan* The . inf ormant reported that GRAHAM 
stated people, who attend this rally should not be discouraged , 
because of the empty seats, but that they should go out and get 
all the Voters to register and get them to vote for the ALP, 

- - for MARCANTONIO, who will wipe out Fascism in our city* 

b 2 ; * Confidential Informant | | of known reliability, also 

b7D ‘ advised on October 5, 1949, that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was a speaker at 
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the above-mentioned ALP Election Rally* - . 

Confidential Informant I I furnished a letter, 

_ dated January 11, 1950, which indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was 
' a sponsor* of the Queens County ALP* s 13th Annual Dance, to be 

b7 D held at the Sunnyside Gardens, ’Queens , New York, on Friday, 

March 3,. 1950. ‘ - . 

The October 6, 1950,- issue of the "Daily Worker” , 

Page 3, Column 2, carried an article entitled, ’‘Many Notables \ 
on Non-Partisan DU BOIS Committee" * - The article stated that" the 
ALP candidacy of DR. W> E.' B. DU BOIS "is above petty politics." 

This article indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was on the campaign 
committee to put DU BOIS in office* 1 .-. 

On June; 20, 1950, Confidential Informant 
b2 advised that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was a member of the State Committee 
b7D Fohrth Congressional District, New York, ALP. 

A review of the Queens County Election records 
indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM registered from the address, 173-19 
113th At enue, Queens, New York, in 1914-8 , 191+9 , and 1950, as 
affiliated with the ALP. 

# American Russian Institute 

A review of the records of- the Bureau of fecial 
Services and Investigation, of the New York City Police Department, 
indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM* a name appeared on the seating list 
for the American Russian Institute dinner held at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York City, on June 2, 191^8. 

Hr American Youth For Democracy 

Confidential Informant' of known reliability, 

\ o another Government agency which conducts security type investigations, 
■ - reported that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of the principal speaker^ at 

a memorial rally on the Second Anniversary of Pearl Harbor, which 
was held under the auspices of/tiae Brooklyn Division of the 
American Youth for Democracy. m&j [{/ ^ 
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Confidential Informant 1 of known reliability. 


^9 made available on July 21+ * 191+7, a copy of "Youth" magazine for 
■ July-August, 191+7 • This magazine carried- a column entitled, 

"AYD National Council Meets." This article indicated that 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM was a 'guest speaker • at the National Council, 
and in her speech emphasized the appropriateness of the American 
Youth for Democracy Vs (AYD) meeting on Independence Day. She 
ended her. talk on a note of encouragement, indicating that the 
very fact of having to struggle every bit. of the way was in 
itself a sign that AYD is making real progress# 

‘ The October, 191+7, edition of "Youth" magazine, 
official publication of the AYD, made available by Confidential 
Informant T-l6, contained greetings sent by SHIRLEY GRAHAM to; 
the AYD on ‘the occasion of its fourth birthday# . 

# Civil Rights Congress 

... Section 1, Page 9, Column. 5, of the. "Daily Worker", 
dated September 21, 191+8, contained an article entitled, "To 
Picket at. Noon Today Against Frame-up of * 12' ." This article 
stated that hundreds of New Yorkers will picket the Federal 
Building at Foley Square to demand the dismissal of the. frame-up 
indictments against the twelve Communist leaders. The. article * 
indicated that the picket line would be sponsored by the Civil 
Rights Congress, of which SHIRLEY GRAHAM was listed as a 
■' sponsor. . 

The "Daily Worker", dated September 27, 191+8, 

Page 7, Column 3, carried an article entitled, "City Hail Gets 
Demand It Act on THOMPSON Assault." This article stated that 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of forty-seven civic, trade union, politicals 
and religious leaders who lodged a demand for a "thorough in- 
vestigation, apprehension and bringing to justice" of the 
assailants of ROBERT THOMPSON, New York State CP Chairman, "who 
was stabbed and slugged by thugs on Wednesday morning." The 
article indicated that the delegation named above was sponsored 
by the Civil Rights Congress,., , 

The "Daily Worker", dated October 25, 191+9, Page 3, 
Column 1+, contained an article entitled, "Notables Ask MC GRATH 
OK Bail for * ll* This article indicated that prominent 
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. religious, civic, writers and. professionals have wired Attorney 
General MC GRATH to intervene to see that reasonable bail is 
set for the eleven CP leaders, according to ^ announcement t>y 
the New York' State Civil. Rights Congress* .The article indicated 
that SHIRLEY- GRAHAM was one of the signers of a wire stating, v : ‘' 

” In accordance with provisions of the Eighth Amendment of the’ 

- Bill of Rights guaranteeing protection against excessive bail .. 

V . and prohibiting cruel and unjust punishments, we respectfully 
request that reasonable bail be immediately granted to the - v 
eleven leaders of the Communist Party convicted under the V 
Smith Act * ” - . • . . . . --.V 

The California Committee on Un-American Activities, 
, 1949 Report, Page 526, listed -SHIRLEY GHAHAM as one of the . ! 7- 

participants in activities of the Civil Rights Congress support- 
ing the Communist leaders*. . 

Committee for Democratic Rights 

It was noted that HOWARD RUSHMORE , writing for the 
New York City newspaper, "The New York Journal -American”, on . 

May 5, 1914-8 , described the Committee for Democratic Rights (CDR) 
as a n Red" Fascist front, which is advocating defeat of proposed 
.congressional anti -Communist legislation* 

.On February 8, 1949, Confidential Informant 
advised that the sponsors of the United Committee For Democratic 
Rights urged members of trade .unions, community and civic 
b2 organizations , to attend an emergency conference on February 1, 
b7D '1949, at the Hotel Capitol, to launch a reform movement, with 
regard to the method of picking Federal juries. .' Ac cordin g to 
the Information furnished by Confidential Informant! |SHIRLEY 
GRAHAM was one of the sponsors of the. above committee*; 


•’ 7 The ’’Daily Worker", dated April 30, 1948 > Page 3, 
Column 3, contained an article, entitled, '*386 Leaders Score . 

* Police State’ Measure*” This article stated that CDR, headed by 
eleven Congressmen united in a bloc ” to defeat the THOMAS -RANKIN 
Committee on Uh-Ameriean legislation." The committee issued a 
statement denouncing the MUNDT Bill* The declaration was 
signed by 386 civic figures, among them SHIRLEY GRAHAM, the. 
author* - ... • ■ • . : 
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, ' • Confidential Informant! 

k2 available information which indie atea tna 
b7D member of the Executive Board of the CDR. 


Informant on May 28, 1948, made 

indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM ‘was a 


, Committee for the Negro In Arts 


Confidential Informant! | of known reliability, 

Advised that the Committee for the Negro Tn Arts was formed ; 
at the time of the merger of the >CRC and the ^National Negro 
Congress* The informant advised that the Cultural Division 
of the National Negro Congress was the parent organization 
of the present Committee for the Negro In Arts* 


•Confidential Informant of unknown re- 

liability, who is familiar with some of the activities of the 
Committee; for the Negro In Arts ,, reported' that SHStLICY GRAHAM 
was one of- the sponsors of the Committee in August, 1950* 


Vr . Committee To Aid the Fighting South . -V. 

‘'The Worker”, dated May 18 , 1947* contained an 
' article entitled, "Committee Organized to Aid Fighting South” . 
This. article indicated that the committee is helping to finance, 
the Southern edition of "The Worker" , and the activities of the 
Communists. and other militant forces in the South. SHIRLEY' 

* •• GRAHAM was listed as a committee officer. . 

It will be noted that "The Worker" is .the .Sunday 
edition of the "Daily. Worker", an East Coast Communist dally, 
newspaper. . 

On October 13, 194$* Confidential Informant 

, 9 of unknown reliability, made available a pamphlet issued by 

the Committee To Aid the Fighting South. This pamphlet indicated 
b7D that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS was the co-chairman and SHIRLEY GRAHAM,, 
the vice-chairman of the said committee. - 


Committee to End Jim Crow "Silver-Gold" , 
System in the Panama Canal Zone 

\ ^ It will be noted that Confidential Informant 

advised that the above was a definite Communist front 
b7D organization. .• 


□ 


■7 
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1946 i 


Confidential Informant ! [ advised on November 23, 
that SHIRLEY GRAHAM, author, was one of the signers of a 


petition to President TRUMAN urging abolition of Jim Crow 
■ Silver-Gold 1 * discrimination in the Panama Canal Zone.. 


Congress of American Woman 


Confidential Informant | | of known reliability, 

provided a bulletin of the Manhattan Chapter of the Congress 
of Americaii Women, dated March *1, 19U-7 • This bulletin indicated 
that the Manhattan Chapter of the Congress of American Women 
was sending to France a collection of books by American women 
authors, depicting life in the United States. Among the authors 
taking part in this collection and whose books were chosen, was 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM. The authors chosen Were to be given a reception 
on December 23* 194-7* 


Council for the Advancement of 
the Americas 


Confidential Inf ormant 
and Confidential Informant 


_of known reliability, on ' 

June 27, 194-8, furnished information which indicated that the 


] on June 17, 1948 , 


Council for the Advancement of the Americas, which the 
informants described as' a Communist front, held a conference 
on June 26, 194$, at the Hotel Pennsylvania. The informants 
indicated- that SHIRLEY" GRAHAM, novelist, was on the list of 
sponsors for the above-mentioned conference. . x : • 


Council oh African Affairs 


The "Daily Worker", dated July 24, 1950 i Page 8, 
Column 2, contained an article entitled, "100 Negro Leaders Hit 
intervention In Korea As War For Slavery." The article stated 
that more than one hundred American Negro leaders yesterday, 
July 23, 1950, joined in denouncing American intervention in 
Korea as part of an attempt to have the United States replace 
Europe In the enslavement of Asia and Africa. According to 
the article, the statement was drafted by DR. W. E* B . DU BO.IS , 
and sponsored by the Council on African Affairs. The statement 
was signed by SHIRLEY GRAHAM. 


l6 -> 
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''V : . ' Cultural and Scientific Conference 

. For World Peace . / 

. The California Committee on Un-American Activities, 

191+9 Report, Page l+76» described the above conference as an ... 
international Communist front activity, growing out of a 
Communist -sponsored Congress of Intellectuals, held in Poland 
In August, 191+8* . " •’ 

The records; of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation, of the New York City Police Department, Indicated 
; that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was a speaker at the . Cultural and Scientific 
Conference for World Peace, sponsored by the National Council 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, and held at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York City, in March, 191+9* SHIRLEY GRAHAM 
was also reported to be a sponsor of this conference and a member 
of the Resolutions Committee. 

' • According to the " New York Times*', dated March 27, 
191 + 9 , • SHIRLEY GRAHAM spoke at the Writing and Publishing Panel 
of the Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace, which 
was sponsored by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and 
Professions, and held at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, ; 


* 

Confidential Informant' i: ef.CiknowfiXrbll ab I li ty , 

' made available on March 28 , 191 + 9 * the final program of the 
“iultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace, which was 
7 u ield under the auspices of the National Council of the Arts, 
b7D iciences, and Professions, at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
: York City, on March 25 - 27 , 191 + 9 * This program listed SHIRLEY 
GRAHAM as a sponsor and a member of the Writing and Publishing 
Panel of said conference. 

It is noted that the California Committee on 
] Un-American Activities, Report 191+9,' Page 500* listed SHIRLEY 
GRAHAM as one of the sponsors .of the Cultural and Scientific 
Conference for World Peace. • . 

“Daily Worker” and “The Worker 11 

It will be noted that the above two publications 
have been previously identified in this report* . / 
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b2 

b7D 


b2 
b7D . 

b2 

b7D 


b2 

b7D 


In November, 19i+7 Confidential Informant’ 
made available information which indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM 
had contributed one dollar to the "Daily Worker" and "New Masses." 

It is noted that the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report of March 29, 194-4 -j Pages [j .8 and 75, cited the 
publication "New Masses" as. an" nation Ally circulated weekly* 
journal of the Communist Party*" ' 


Confidential Informant I on October 22, 19 I 4 B j 
furnished information which indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM Was 
a subscriber in 194-8 to the "Daily Worker" and "The Worker" * 


On January 24 , 191+9, Confidential Informant 
made available Information which indicated that SHIRLEY Gff 
had contributed money to the "Daily Worker" in 19 4 - 5 * 

.. #. George Washington Carver School 


mX 


b2 

b7D 


On May 22, 194-5, Confidential Informant 

of known reliability, supplied a Copy of the catalogue of the 
George Washington Carver School for the spring term. May and 
June, 1914.5* This catalogue indicated that. SHIRLEY GRAHAM was •; , 
a guest .lecturer, at this school for the course, "Meet the Author." 

On February 11, 1914-7 > Confidential Informant □ : 
advised that SHIRLEY GRAHAM addressed, a meeting of the George 
Washington Carver School, Communist Party front organization, 
located at 67 West 125 th Street, New York City. 

* International Worka? s Order 

.. It is noted that the California Committee on 
Un-American Activities, Report of 194-9, Page 523, listed SHIRLEY 
GRAHAM as affiliated with the activities of the International 
Workers Order. 


Jefferson School of Social Science 




b2 

b7D 


Confidential Informant 


furnished a throwaway 


on October 10, 194-9, regarding the lecture series on Negro Life 
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and Culture, dated October. 9, 1949* • 'Hiis throwaway, indicated 
that SHIRLEY GRAHAM, author, would lecture at the Jefferson 
School of Social Science on October. 23, ;19i|-9> along with members 
of the New York State CP, on the subject of . "Negro, Culture in • 
the Struggle Against _ WhlteVChattV^^^ V 


Joint Committee to Combat Aiiti-Semi ti sm 


\.r . ' ' It is noted that the “Morning Preiheit”, dated • 
February 10, 194-9* announced that; the ^-Jewish People Ts Fraternal 
Order and the ^American Jewish Labor Council had Organized a '• 
Joint Committee to Combat Anti-Semitism. . •r 1 . 


; ' It Is noted that - the .Special Committee on, On-; . 

American Activities, Report of* March 29, ’ 1944* page 75, cited 
the "Morning .Freiheit" as one of the "rankest organs of 'Communist 
propaganda in this country for almost a quarter of a century.” - 


v Confidential Informant | | reported that - the 

Joint Committee to Combat, Anti-Semitism held a mass meeting at 
Town Hall .y ; New York Ci ty, '.on September 29, 194-9, which, meeting 
was called, by the American Committee of, the Jewish Artists, 
Writers,’ and Scientists, as part of worldwide meetings being 
organized by left-wing groups,. Communist,' and progressive 
Jewish organizations to protest to the "Munich Pogroms". The 
informant advised that SHIRLEY GRAHAM Was a speaker, at the /. 
above-mentioned meeting. : ■; . 


Joint Anti-Fascist -Refugee Committee 


; : The "Daily Worker", dated Octdber 18, 194-8, page 4- 

column 3, contained an article entitled, " 34 * Notables, .Sign Appeal 
For JAFRC 11." The article stated that thirty-four prominent 
American writers and artists joined in an appeal to president 
TRUMAN, Chief Justice FRED M. VINSON , and Attorney General TOM 
CLARK, on behalf of eleven Executive Board members of the . 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commi t tee ( JAFRC ) . The article in- • , 
die a ted that the eleven board members of this committee were 
convicted, of contempt Of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee for refusal to yield books and records of the organ- 
ization to the Congressional group. The article indicated that. 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of • the signers. of the above-mentioned 
appeal. . v : \ ’■ 
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An article published in the October 30,.: 19^8; -issue 
of ■ “Liberacion” indicated that SHIRLEY' GRAHAM was/6ne of - the ' 
signers of a petition protesting the sentencing of members of 
the Executive Committee of the JAFRC • - This protest was. sent 
to President TRUMAN and United States Attorney General TOM CLARK* 


It is noted that Confidential Informant! (reported 
that in May, 1946/ ISRAEL AMTER, member of the National committee, 
CPj USA, and a member of the Secretariat of the New York State CP, 
2 wrote to a number of CP clubs in New York City requesting support 

7 q. for the “Liberacion*” < ' ; . 

•Confidential Informant) of known reliability, 

advised that. SHIRLEY GRAHAM attended the annual dinner of the 
)2 JAFRC on March 13, 1949, at the Hotel . Astor. The informant . 

^ advised that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of the individuals who coh- 

)/U tributed to the JAFRC in the collection at the dinner. 

Confidential Informant I of known reliability, 

reported that HELBN^BRYAN, National Executive Secretary of the 
o JAFRC . had suggested that SHIRLEY* GRAHAM be considered as one of 
the speakers at a luncheon to be held in Chicago, Illinois, on 
DID May 14, 1949, at the Congress Hotel. • 

On March 20, i9$0. Confidential Informant ! | 
furnished information which- indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was 
k o to be a ”D%is Guest” at the annual dinner of the JAFRC on 

2 March 21, 1950, in the Belvedere Room of the Hotel Astor, New 

b/D York City*. ; • ; '"2 • , ; ..2- 

It is noted that the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, 1949 Report, Page 5 09, listed SHIRLEY 
GRAHAM as one of those associated with the JAFRC. 

"New Masses 11 arid Masses and Mainstream” 

, The California Committee on Un-American Activites, 
1948 Report, Page 49> listed “Masses and Mainstream” as among 
“typical examples of the Communist press and publications.” 


report, 


“New Masses” has been previously described in this 
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The April 30, 191+7 ^ issue of the "Daily Worker”, 
Page 9* Column 5* carried an article entitled, "EISLER Plays 
Un-Americans as 2,000 Cheer Story. 11 The article indicated that 
GERHARr^EISLER spoke to more than two thousand persons at a 
rally nailed by the "New Masses." The article indicated that 
EISLER flayed the House Un-American Committee for its HITLER 
tactics* The article also indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM spoke 
at this rally. 


^2 Confidential Informant _ 

b7D EISLER as the number one Communist in the 


has identified GERHART 
United States. 


It will be noted that EISLER was convicted of 
charges of exit permit fraud and contempt of congress, in 
Washington, D. C., in 1947? and fled the United States in 
May, 194-9 • 

The May 25, 194®* issue of the "Daily Worker", 

Page 13, Column 3* carried an article captioned, "Culture Against 
War-Makers 11 , the "Masses -Mainstream 1 ’ demonstration against the 
MUNDT Bill, to be held at Manhattan Center on June 3, 194®* 

The article indicated that this was to be a mass demonstration 
of writers and artists against the MUNDT Bill and the war-makers* 
Among those listed as participating in the demonstration was 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM. 

Th6 ’’Daily Worker", dated January 29, 1950, 

Page 9, Column 3, indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM would chair a 
meeting sponsored by "Masses and Mainstream", which was to be 
held at the Hotel Capital, New York City, on February 3* 1950. 

May Day Parade 

It is noted that the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report dated March 29, 1944, Page 179, reported that 
the May Day Parade was an annual mobilization of Communist strength 
in New York City. 

The "Daily Worker", dated April 30, 194®* Page 5* l( 
Column 3, listed SHIRLEY GRAHAM as one of the sponsors for 
May Day. The article urged a big turnout for the May Day Parade. 
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. ’'The Worker”, dated March 20, 19U-9 9 Page 1 []_, 
Column 3, contained an article captioned, "May. Day Parley Here 
on March 26." The article stated that; a Call to a United Labor 
and People’s Conference for May Day, to plan for a May- Day 
Demonstration in observance of the 6 $th Anniversary of May Day, 
was issued yesterday by a sponsoring committee., - The article 
indicated that the conference would be held on March 26, 1914-9* 
at the Manhattan Center, New York City, and SHIRLEY GRAHAM was 
listed as one of the sponsors of this conference. 

- Confidential Informant 1 | on April 7, 195Q, 

furnished a. pamphlet published by the United Labor and People’s 
Committee for May Day, which listed the sponsors of the 
organization as of that date. SHIRLEY GRAHAM was one of those 
listed as a sponsor. : : 

' The "Daily Worker", dated May 2, 1950, Page 1,. 
Column 1, contained an article which indicated that SHIRLEY 
GRAHAM was one of the Marshals of the .May Day Parade. 

It is noted that the California Committee oh Un- 
American. Activities , Page 535> listed SHIRLEY GRAHAM as a 
sponsor of the May Day Parade, in 1914-7 and I9I4-8. . 

. , National Congress for Peace and 

Democracy (Havana, Cuba) 


, According to Confidential Informant ! 1 of 

known reliability, SHIRLEY. GRAHAM attended the National Congress 
i for Peace and Democracy, held in Havana, Cuba, August 6 - 8 , 19U-9 • 
19 This congress was held under the auspices of the Parti do 
DZ Soc i alls ta Popular, the Communist Party of Cuba. SHIRLEY GRAHAM 

b7D was reported to have attended as a representative of HENRY >. 
WALLACE’S Progressive Party of New York. According to the 
informant, SHIRLEY GRAHAM spoke; brief ly, to the congress, stating 
. 9 that she had been present at the World Peace Congress held. in 
Paris, Prance, and that on May 1, 19i}-9, she had paraded with the 
French workers. She went on to urge peace in all parts of -the 
world. 

According to the informant , the Communists of 
Havana,. Cuba, endeavored to' make/the congress a carbon copy. 
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on. a small scale, of the Peace Congress previously held in 
New York and Paris* They also considered it as something 
of a preview for the larger Continental Congress for Peace, 
to be held in Mexico, on September- 5-10, 1949* * 

# National Council of. ibaerican-Sovlet Friendship 

The "Daily Worker , .dated March 18, .1949* Page 6, 
Column 5, carried an article which indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM, 
was elected to the Board of Directors of the National Council 
of American-Soviet Friendship (NCASF) • • 

•Confidential Informant , on November 1, 1949, 

made available information whi c'h^indl cat ^dlt hat SHIRLEY GRAHAM 
was on the Board of Directors of the NCASF. 


Confidential Informant | I of known reliability, 
made available on May 22, 1950, information which indicated that 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM had contributed $5*00 to the NCASF. 

National Council of. the Arts, 

’ Sciences and Professions (NCASP)-.. ' 


It will be noted that the California Committee on 
Un-American Activities, partial report, California Senate 
Journal, Page 698 , dated March 23, 1949 > reflects that the 
National Council of the Arts^ Sciences, and Professions Is "one 
of the most important Communist front organizations in the 
cpuntry” and “a basic Communist front with a long record of 
succession from other Communist fronts" and “formed In 1948 , as 
a split off from the Progressive Citizens of America, which at, 
that time dissolved and merged into a. Communist -created and 
controlled Independent Progressive Party* 11 

• The records of the Bureau of Special Services and 

Investigation, of the New York City Police Department, Indicated 
that SHIRLEY GRAHAM was elected Secretary of the New York Council 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions of the NCASP, at an 
organizational meeting held on June 9, 1948* ' 1 

The ’“Daily Worker", dated December 29, 1948,.' 

Page 2, Column 2, contained an article entitled, "Ask Congress 
to Abolish Un-Americans” • This - article stated t hat a group of 
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distinguished writers, clergymen, actors, and other notables . 
called upon the 8lst Congress to abolish the Un-American Committee. 
The article indicated that the request was made in a statement 
released by the NCASP* SHIRLEY GRAHAM was listed. as one of . 

' those signing this statement * \ /; . • 

The "Daily Worker", dated January 17, 194-9, fag© 3, 
Column. 5, indicated that W* "E.. B. DU BOIS and SHIRLEY GRAHAM 
were signers of a statement of the NCASP, which called Upon 
Attorney General TOM CLARK to drop the indictments of the twelve* 
Communist leaders* : • • 

'On Sunday, March 6, 1949, "The Worker", Section 1, 
Page 2, Column 1, carried ah article captioned "Nine Writers 
Present Protest to MEDINA." The article stated that a delegation 
of nine writers from the New York Council of Arts, Sciences, and 
•Professions, visited Foley Square to demand the indictments 
/ against the Communist leaders be dismissed. According to the . 
article, one of those leading the delegation was SHIRLEY GRAHAM. 

Confidential Informant on March 11, 191+9 

furnished a petition issued' by the New iork State Executive 
0 Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions* The petition 
was addressed to President TRUMAN and Attorney General CLARK, 
b7D and it was preceded by a /statement’ which stated that the indict- 
ments of the twehe members of the National Board of. the Communist 
Party commands the earnest attention of, artists, scientists, and 
professionals and all think citizens, regardless of political 
belief. SHIRLEY GRAHAM was listed as one of those signing this 
.. . .•• statement* • ; ■■ 

■ ‘ The "Daily- Worker" , dated August 21, 1949, Section 1, 
fage 2, Column 4» carried an article entitled, -"Rally Against Arms 
Bill to be .Held Tuesday*" The article indicated that a rally was 
to spur the fight against. the arms aid bill, to be held at City 
Cent©!* oh August 23, 1949, which rally would be sponsored by the 
NCASP* The article indicated that SHIRLEY GRAHAM would speak at 
this meeting* • 

• The October 2?, 1949, Issue of the "Daily Worker", 
Page 2, Column 5, contained an article which indicated that 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM would address a protest rally against the incit » 
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